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"And they cried, The Sword of the - 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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Jesus: The Compassionate, Crucified, 


Conquering and Coming Saviour 


By EVANGELIST CHARLES EK. FULLER 


(Preached on Old-Fashioned Re-¢ 


vival Hour, Sunday night, Septem- 
ber 21, 1941.) 


Will you quickly take your Bi- 
bles and turn to the 12th chapter 
of John and be ready for the mes- 
sage of this broadcast. I want you 
to be much in prayer as I bring 
this message out of the twelfth 
chapter of John; pray that the Ho- 
ly Spirit will bring conviction’ to 
literally thousands of souls, that 
they may be brought out of dark- 
ness into God’s marvelous light. 
The twelfth chapter records at 
least three outstanding events: 
Christ anointed at Bethany in the 
house of Simon the leper by Mary, 
and Christ’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, and then Christ sought 
by the Gentiles. It is well to re- 
member as you read through this 
gospel that chapters 1 through 11 
cover a period of some three years. 
But in chapters 12 to 19 the events 
cover about a week’s time, the cli- 
max of that one week, of course, 
being the cross of Calvary, where 
Jesus bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree. 


No doubt as you have been read- 
ing through the different chapters 
over the past weeks you have no- 
ticed these two lines of thought: 
first, there is an ever-increasing 
hatred manifested by the religious 
leaders against God’s beloved Son, 
later slain by wicked hands, and an 
ever-increasing devotion and love 
on the part of those who had ac- 
cepted Christ as their Saviour. How 
true are the words of John 1:11, 
12: “He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on 
his name.’”’ And you will find those 
two lines of thought running 
throughout the entire gospel. 

Now chapter. 12 also illustrates 
these two points. Christ in the very 
beginning of this chapter we see 
being anointed by Mary at Beth- 
any. And then over against this, 
we have in contrast the greed and 
covetousness of Judas and-the men 


who were the religious leaders of 
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that day, planning not only to put 
Lazarus to death, but also Christ, 
as recorded in the 10th verse. 


But I want to call special atten- 
tion to verses 20 and 21 and have 
you underline just four things in 
the twenty-first verse, ‘‘And there 
were certain Greeks among them 
that came up to worship at the 
feast: the same came therefore 
to Philip, which was of Bethsaida 
of Galilee, and desired him, saying, 
Sir, we would see Jesus.’’ Will you 
underline those four words “We 
would see Jesus”? My, how these 
four words seemed to strike home 
to my heart as I was reading over 
this chapter many times; the very 
things, I am sure, the Lord would 
have me pass on to you, “We would 
see Jesus!”” Now these words, we 
are told here, were spoken by a 
group of men called Greeks, come 


up to Jerusalem to worship at the 


time of the passover. We learn 
something of their character in the 
word desired, ‘And desired him, 
saying, Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


PRACTICE FAITH! 


By Dr. HOWARD TAYLOR 
of the China Inland Mission 


(You will be helped by this bless- 
ed message by Dr. Taylor. He is 
the son of the late Dr. J. Hudson 
Taylor, the founder of the China 
Inland Mission, and followed in the 
steps of his father in that marvel- 
ous work. This message was given 
in Canadian Keswick Conference, 
and was published in the Evangeli- 
cal Christian in December, 1932. 
—Editor.) 

May I take this opportunity of 
saying how happy we are, after 
ten days recently at the Keswick 
Convention in England, to find our- 
selves here again at the Canadian 
Keswick; and with what thankful- 
ness we have heard of the many 
who, this summer, have been great- 
ly blessed here of God. We thank 


God for Keswick! May it continue, 
as it is now, a center of blessing, of 


joyous refreshment to very many, 
to spirit, soul and body. 

To my younger brothers and sis- 
ters especially, I have a suggestion 
to make in this last meeting of the 
season that can be put into very 


oa 


: > 


few words, indeed into two — 
PRACTISE FAITH. 

* No athlete ever grows strong by 
just thinking about it. He must ex- 
ercise; and he must_subordinate 
other things to his ambition, if he 
would succeed. So, no Christian ev- 
er grows strong in faith by just 
thinking or talking about it. He 
must practise faith. 


Take an example. After my fa- 
ther’s conversion at seventeen, and 
when he had yielded himself ut- 
terly to God—to do what He chose, 
to go where He pleased—he be- 
gan at once to practise faith. It 
would take too long to tell the sto- 
ry now, but that was how a man 
naturally weak and even timid be- 
came a spiritual athlete, a giant 
of faith. 


At the great crisis of his life six- 
teen years later, when God wanted 
him to set about the evangelization 
of Inland China, he was ready. And 
he discovered providentially at that 
juncture that the translation 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


The infinite, almighty God is 
able to give great answers to 
prayer. If there be a God, creator 
of the heavens and earth, the sus- 
tainer of all.things, then it would 
be silly to quibble that He is un- 
able to answer prayers, any kind 
of prayers, and answer.them to 
any extent, provided only that to 
answer the prayers would be right. 
God cannot lie, cannot sin, cannot 
be tempted. Anything that is right, 
God can do, in His infinite power 
and authority. 

Not only has God the power to 
give mighty answers to#rayer, but 
He has the disposition to do so. 
God delights to answer prayers for 
big things, because He is not only 
the infinite and almighty God, but 
He is the loving Father of His chil- 
dren. If the creation of the worlds 
proves God’s power, then the giv- 
ing of His own Son in redeeming 
love to save lost men proves His 
willingness to bless! “He that 
spared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give 
us all things?” is the way the Holy 
Spirit Himself records this willing- 
ness of God to give mighty things, 
literally “all things,” to His own. 
(Romans 8:32). God is able, and 
He is willing to answer big prayers 
for mighty things. 

This two-fold position of God in 
regard to great answers to prayer 
is expressed in Isa. 59:1, in these 
words, ‘‘Behold, the Lord’s hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear.”’ God is able; God is will- 
ing. His hand reaches out as far 
es ever in power, and His ear lis- 
tens as willingly as ever in His 


Good News! 


“Dear Mr. Rice: 

“Weill, I have news, and good 
news, the best. An old man I 
know, 76 years old, unsaved, was 
one of the people I sent in a trial 
subscription for. Well, he read it 
and I gave a testimony nearly ev- 
ery time I saw him. But no results 
until two. weeks ago on Sunday 
night. He came over to see me, 
and I had the radio tuned to the 
Old-Fashioned Revival Hour and I 


invitation I urged him to accept 
Jesus, and after a few minutes 
he did. Say, was I glad or GLAD. 
We both knelt there by the radio 
right in my front room. And, well, 
you know, Mr. Rice, what Jesus 
said, ‘Whosoever cometh, I will in 
no wise cast out.’ Isn’t that won- 
derful? Yes, Mr. M was 
saved. Well, I believe your Sword 
of the Lord helped a whole lot. 

“And another thing, I got your 
book, Soul-Winner’s Fire. I like it 
better than any book you have 
written. I see something now I had 
always left out—tears, and then 
again boldness for Jesus, Pray for 
me, Mr. Rice. I would like to be 
a real soul winner. Am sending you 
a dollar to extend Mr. M 
subscription for a year. 

“Well, good-bye, Mr. Rice, and 
God bless your efforts. 

(Signed) O S 


left it on good and loud when he} 
came. When Mr. Fuller gave the] 


Detroit, Michigan.” | 


— Jeremiah 33:3. 


kindness toward men. 

How little our unbelieving hearts 
know about God’s willingness to 
answer prayers wonderfully, might- 
ily to His own glory! A dear friend 
who is now in Heaven was praying 
with me once about a series of 
problems and burdens. We had 
agreed about a number of things 
and this friend apologetically said 
to the Lord in his prayer, ‘Lord, 
it may seem like we are asking an 
awful lot; but if You will hear us 
this one time we will try not to 
ask You for so much any more!’ 
The Scriptures tell us that God 
laughs (Psalm 2:4). I wonder if 
He laughed then at the foolish idea 
of men that we might exhaust ei- 
ther God’s infinite storehouse or 
His infinite love and patience? But 
I think more likely He was grieved 
and made sad at our childish unbe- 
lief. God has so much to give and 
we need it so badly; and He would 
be so glorified before men at an 
opportunity to answer big prayers, 
yet our unbelieving hearts ask so 
little! I think of every one of us 
it must be said that in our lives 
it is true as it was in Nazareth 
where “He did not many mighty 


works there because of their unbe- 


lief’ (Matt. 13:58) and in Mark 


‘Big Prayers to an Almighty God. 


“lam the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: , 
OPEN THY MOUTH WIDE, and | will fill it." — Psalm 81:10. 


"Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and show thee GREAT AND 
MIGHTY THINGS, which thou knowest not." 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


6:5 we are told that Jesus could 
not do mighty works there, except 
heal a few sick people! 

Oh, we ought to ask big things 
of God! Many sins are mentioned » 
in connection with prayer. People 
are warned not to pray to be seen 
of men, not to ask for something 
to consume it upon their own lusts. 
We are warned of how unforgive- 
ness, covetousness, disobedience, 
unbelief and wrong home life hin- 
der prayer. But of all the sins men- 
tioned regarding prayer, not once 
does the Scripture hint that any 
man ever asked too much of God! 

My. six daughters sometimes 
gather around me, telling me how 
they need new shoes, money for 
music lessons and for many other 
things. Sometimes I have been 
compelled to say, “Go easy! I am 
not made of money. We will just 
have to get what we can afford 
and do without the rest.” But I 
never read in God’s Word where 
He ever told anybody, “Go easy! 
I don’t have very much, I have 
already strained Myself giving to 
others. I cannot give as much as 
you ask.” No, no! 

One of our greatest sins about 
praying is that we do not ask for 
enough. We do not take what God 
is willing to give. We do not give 
God an opportunity to prove His 
love and power. God forgive us our 
little, stingy, unbelieving prayers! 


|. God Invites and Commands Us 
to Ask Big Things 


It is amazing how many places 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


—Job 1:10. 
cannot roof ‘you in.” 


And has made it. strong 


The wall shuts you in 


The Wall and the Hedge 


“Hast thou not made an hedge about him. 
“The devil may build a wall around you, but he 
— Dan Crawford. 


The devil may wall you round 
But he cannot roof you in; 
He may fetter your feet and tie your hands 
And strive to hamper your soul with bands 
As his way has ever been; 
But he cannot hide the face of God 
And the Lord shall be your light, 
And your eyes and your thoughts can rise to the sky, 
Where His clouds and His winds and His birds go by, 
And His stars shine out at night. 


“PRS: devil may wall 1] you round; 
-* “He may rob you of all things dear, 
He may bring his hardest and roughest stone 
And think to cage you and keep you alone, 
But he may not press too hahd; 
For the Lord has planted a hedge inside, 


A hedge of living and iets green; 
~~ And ever it mounts and keeps between 
The trusting soul and the devil’s wall. 


The devil may wall you round, ‘ 
But the Lord’s hand covers you — 

And His hedge is a thick and thorny hedge, 

And the devil can find no entering wedge 
Nor get his finger through; 

He may circle about you all day long, 
But he cannot work as he would, 

For the Will of the Lord restrains his hand, 

And he cannot pass the Lord’s command 
And his evil turns to good. 


The devil may wall you round 

With his gray stones, row on row, 
But the green of the hedge is fresh and fair, 
And within its circle is space to spare, 

And room for your soul to grow; 


May be hard and high and stout, 

But the Lord is Sun and the Lord is dew 

And His hedge is coolness and shade for you, 
And no wall can shut Him out. 


.on every side? 


ang tall, 


— Annie Johnson Flint. . 


_ 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


in the Bible God has given us 
promises that He is willing to an- 
Swer prayers for mighty things. 
God seems to plead with us, to 
argue with us and urge us to give 
Him a chance to answer prayers 
for big things. And sometimes the 
Scripture gives a plain command 
about this, and to disobey is to sin. 
Here I give some Scriptures which 
I urge you to take much to heart. 
Let them transform your praying 
and your faith. These . Scriptures 
Show how eager God is to have 
you ask Him for big things. 


1. “I am the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and 
I will fill it” (Psalm 81:10). Here 
God first introduces Himself and 
gives His credentials as if He were 
a contractor bidding for a big con- 
struction job, and offers proof of 
His ability and resources to com- 
plete the contract. God seems to 
say, “Do you need a really big 
God to do something for you? 
Then call on me, for I am the 
Lord thy God which brought thee 
out of the land of-Egypt. I opened 


prayer. I brought all the plagues 
upon Egypt from turning water to 
blood to killing the firstborn, and 
then I brought my people Israel 
out between the piled up waters of 
the Red Sea! I fed them for forty 
years with manna from Heaven. 
I gave them rivers of water from a 
rock when Moses smote it at My 
command, I showed my mighty 
power by wondrous miracles as 
they journeyed, and then I caused 
the people to cross the flooded Jor- 
dan on dry ground while the wa- 
ters piled up high on their right 
and ran away down stream on the 
left. I caused the walls of Jericho 
to fall down flat. That is the kind 
of God I am. Now if you want 
any big things done, you see I am 
able to do them.” 


It is as plain as day that the 
Lord here means that He is as 
Willing now to do such mighty 
wonders as He was then! He is 
still the same kind of a God. He 
still can do mighty works, if peo- 
ple will believe Him. 

God seems to be so jealous about 
His own great name, and He con- 
stantly reminds us that He never 
‘Changes. “I am the Lord, I change 
not,’”’ He says in Malachi 3:6. And 
in Hebrews 13:8 we are reminded 
of our Lord that He is “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and forever.” So the Lord 
here says, ‘I am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it.” 


James 4: 2 says, “Ye have not, 
because ye ask not.” Then this 
Scripture must mean that “Ye 
have little; because ye ask little.” 
If we would open our mouths wid- 
er we would get bigger bites from 
God! oe 

It is impolite to be pigs at the 
table and take big bites, as all of 
us were taught when we were chil- 
dren; but this rule does not obtain 
at God’s table! God wants His peo- 
ple to open their mouths wide to 
receive the mighty blessings He 
is so able and so willing to be- 
stow! Oh, beloved reader, open 
your mouth! Ask God for big 
things. He is able! 


This verse of Scripture was one 
of the favorites of George Muller, 
the modern apostle of prayer. who 
received and dispersed over seven 
million dollars for the Lord’s work 
' without ever asking a man for a 
penny, all of it received in answer 
to prayer. One by one he prayed 
into, existence the orphan houses at 
ey Downs, Bristol, England, to 
care for more than 2,000 orphan 
children. Day by day their food 
and clothes, their teaching and all 
their needs were met in answer to 
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| Big Prayers to an Almighty God 


the prayers of this man of God. 
By prayer alone he supported hun- 
dreds of missionaries, printed mul- 
tiplied millions of tracts and circu- 
lated a multitude of copies of the 
Word of God, George Muller opened 
his mouth wide, and God proved 
Himself by filling it so often and 
answering particular prayers so 
definitely that George Muller came 
to say he could ask for one million 
dollars now with as much assur- 
ance of an answer as once he could 
ask for a pound. 

Will you, too, open your mouth 
wide and let God fill it with mighty 
things ? 

2. “Call unto me, and I will an- 
swer thee, and show thee great and 
mighty things, which thou know- 
est not” (Jeremiah 33:3). Here 
God exhorts us to call on Him so 
He can give “great and mighty 


Again God has in mind big 
prayers, asking great things from 
God. God had been dealing with 
Jeremiah on this matter of big 
prayers because the people of Is- 
rael were in such terrible need. In 
the preceding chapter, Jeremiah 32, 
we learn that the Chaldeans under 
Nebuchadnezzar had surrounded 
the city of Jerusalem, had thrown 
up mounts against the walls, ready 
to swarm over them and take the 
city. Famine and pestilence had al- 
ready stricken the beseiged people. 
Then Jeremiah cried out, “Ah Lord 
God! behold, thou hast made the 
heaven and the earth by thy great 
power and stretched out arm, and 
there is nothing too hard for thee’”’ 
(Jer. 32:17). Then Jeremiah re- 
minded God of how He had dealt 
with the children of Israel before 
in bringing’ them out of Egypt. And 
in verses 26 and. 27 we find God’s 
answer: “Then came the word of 
the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, 
Behold, I am the Lord, the God of 
all flesh: is there any thing too 
hard for me?” (Jer. 32:26, 27). 
God was going to allow Jerusalem 
to fall into the hands of Nebuch- 
adnezzar, but it was only because 
of the unbelief and sin of the peo- 
ple, not because He was not able 
and not willing to deliver the peo- 
ple even in this dire extremity! 
God reminded Jeremiah, and thru 
him He reminded the Jews and re- 
minds all of us today, ‘Behold, I 
am the Lord, the God of all flesh.” 
Then He asks us all, “Is there any 
thing too hard for me?” All of 
us must answer surely with Jer- 
emiah, “Behold, thou hast made 
the heaven and the earth by thy 
great power and stretched out arm, 
and there is nothing too hard for 
thee.’”’ God is able to give us mighty 
things. So the Scriptures continue 
into the next chapter and then we 
find this blessed promise of Jere- 
miah 33:3, “Call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and show thee 
great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not.” 

Can you in these Scriptures see 
the hunger of God’s heart for some- 
body who will believe Him? some- 
body, who will give God a chance 
to do great and mighty things? 
Isn’t' there a pleading note in His 
inquiry of Jeremiah, “Is there any 
thing too hard for me?” How anx- 
ious God is to prove His mighty 
power. He only waits until we ask 
to give! Only as God’s people real- 
ly call upon Him for. great and 
mighty things, can God give these 
great and mighty things, “which 
thou knowest not.” God has great- 
er things to give us than we can 
know how to pray for, and He will 
give them if we really call upon 
Him for mighty things and give 
Him a chance! 

3. “If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall be impossible un- 
to you” (Matt. 17:20). The dis- 
ciples had been unable to cast out 
the demon from the lunatic boy 
and asked Jesus why they could 
not cast him out. Jesus answered 
that it*was because of their unbe- 
lief, and assured them that they 
were right to pray for big things, 
even so great as asking that a 
mountain be removed into the sea. 
And then he gave that startling 
promise, “and nothing shall be im- 
possible unto you!” 

Nothing is impossible to those 
who pray with faith! What an en- 
couragement to’ ask for mighty 

hings from God! 

4, “Jesus said unto him, if thou 
canst believe, all things are pos- 

nto him that believeth” 


sible 3 
. (Mark'Q:23) . Here in Mark’s ac- 


things, which thou knowest not.” | 


& 
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count of the healing of the same 
lunatic boy, which the disciples 
had tried and failed to heal while 
Jesus was on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, we are given an added 
promise. In Matthew we were told 
how Jesus promised the disciples 
that if they believed when they 
prayed, “nothing ‘shall be impos- 
sible unto you.’ But here we are 
told how the Saviour addressed the 
father of the child himself and said 
to him, “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible unto him that 
believeth.” 


“ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE | 


UNTO HIM THAT BELIEVETH.” 
Again the dear Saviour seems to 
challenge us to ask for bigger 
things. The father of the child had 
said, “If thou canst do anything, 
have compassion on us, and help 
us.” But Jesus answered him in 
effect, “You have the if in the 
wrong place. There is no if about 
My power or about my compas- 
sion. The only if is whether you 
will believe. All things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth” — to 
anybody that believeth! *%., 


5. “Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, If ye 
have faith, and doubt not, ye shall 
not only do this which is done to 
the fig tree, but also if ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou re- 
moved, and be thou cast into the 
sea; it shall be done. And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive’ (Matt. 
21:21, 22). This is an entirely dif- 
ferent occasion from that men- 
tioned in Matthew 17:20, 21, yet 
here the Saviour uses the same il- 
lustration and says again not only 
can a fig tree be blighted but a 
mountain can be cast into the sea 
in answer to prayer. And then He 
adds the mighty promise, “And 
ALL THINGS, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive.” Plainly, this is an invi- 


tation to pray for anything, no mat- 


ter how mighty, just so you believe 
in your heart that God will give 
it. The Lord Jesus pleads with us 
to ask for big things! 


6. “And Jesus answering saith 
unto them, Havwe faith in God. For 
verily I say unto you, that whoso- 
ever shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou cast 
into the sea; and shall not doubt 
in his heart, but shall believe that 
those things which he saith shall 
come to pass; he shall have what- 
soever he saith. Therefore, I say 
unto you, What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them’ (Mark 11:22-24). This is 
Mark’s account of the incident of 
the withered fig tree and the Sav- 
iour’s wonderful promise that 
mountains could. be removed by 
faith. And here He adds this won- 
derful statement that “What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray” we 
can have if we believe that we re- 
ceive them! 


7. “And the apostles said unto the 
Lord, Increase our faith. And the 
Lord said, If ye had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye might 
say unto this sycamine tree, Be 
thou plucked up by the root, and 
be thou planted in the sea; and it 
Should obey yow”’ (Luke 17:5, 6). 
Here again the Saviour means to 
tell us that startling and wonder- 
ful miracles can be done in answer 
to the prayer of faith. We should 
ask for mighty things, and believe 
God! 


8. “Now unto him that is able 
to do exceeding’ abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in 
us, unto him be glory in the church 
by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen” 
(Ephesians 3:20,21). God is “able 
to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” Able to 
do above all that we ask, able to 
do above all that we can even 
think! Not only able, but abwn- 
dantly able. Not only abundantly 
able, but exceeding abundantly able 
to do above all that we ask or 
think! And then the Scripture tells 
us that that is according to the 
power that worked in Paul and 
Paul prays that this same exceed- 
ing abundantly able God may be 
glorified in the church by Christ. 
That is, he prays that God’s mighty 
power will be manifested in the 
church, that God will be able to 
answer prayer down through all 
ages, greater than anybody can 
ask or even think! This wonderful 
promise shows that God intended 
the marvelous answers to prayer 
to continue through all ages, hav- 
ing wonders done by the Holy Spir- 

' -(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Jesus: The Compas- 


sionate, Crucified — 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


This word means these Greeks 
humbly sought out the Lord in 
prayerful attitude and supplication 
from the heart that they might see 
Jesus. This was more than idle 
curiosity that prompted those 
Greeks to seek out Jesus, for if it 
had only been physical sight of 
Him which they desired, that could 
easily have been obtained as He 
passed in and out of the temple or 
along the streets of Jerusalem. 
What the Greeks desired was a per- 
sonal, intimate acquaintance with 
Christ. The Psalmist explained it 
centuries before, “As the hart pant- 
eth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God.” 
And the Greeks, perhaps tired of 
their culture, their philosophy, their 
religion, which brought no real 
heart satisfaction, came to Philip 
and said, “Sirs, we would see Je- 
sus,” 

Notice these Greeks did not say, 
“We would witness one of His 
mighty miracles.’’ Wouldn’t it have 
been wonderful to have seen Christ 
feeding the five thousand or Christ 
walking upon the sea? “We would 
see Jesus.”’ And, beloved friend of 
mine, member of the body of 
Christ, there is a great lesson here, 
and that lesson is this: You are not 
to be occupied so much with what 
Christ can do for you, but with 
Christ Himself. I remember years 
ago seeking all that God had for 
me in Christ Jesus, seeking the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. One day an 
old saint who is now in the Glory, 
knowing my heart’s desire to have 
all that God would have for me in 
Him, touched me on the shoulder 
one night at an altar service; and 
said, “Listen, Brother Fuller, it is 
not the gift that you are seeking, 
but the Giver.” “We would see Je- 
sus,” not what He can do for you. 
Paul explained it in another way 
in Philippians 3:10, “That I may 
know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of 
his sufferings, being made’ con- 
formable unto his death.” And 
there on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion when Christ took those disci- 
ples up into the mountain apart 
from the others, He was transfig- 
ured before them, and then this is 
recorded, ‘‘And when they lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no man save 
Jesus only.” And my prayer is this, 
that these broadcasts will always 
give Christ pre-eminence, that men 
and women everywhere will see 
no man save Jesus, And so in this 
broadcast, like the Greeks of old, 
“we would see Jesus.” 3 

First of all I want you to see 
Jesus, the compassionate Oné, and 
then the crucified One, and then 
the conquering One, and then the 
coming One. First of all 


|. The Compassionate One 


Oh, as we thumb the pages of 
the different gospels, how we read 
such verses as follows: “But when 
he (that is, Christ) saw the multi- 
tudes, he was moved with compas- 
sion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). 
Again, “Then Jesus called his dis- 
ciples unto him, and said, I have 
compassion on the multitude, be- 
cause they continue with me now 
three days, and have nothing to 
eat: and I will not send them away 
fasting, lest they faint in the way.” 


(Mark 8:2). And then in Mark 8:. 


3, “I have compassion on the mul- 
titude, because they have now been 
with me three days, and have 
nothing to eat: and if I send them 
away fasting to their own houses, 


they will faint by the way: for di- | 
vers of them came for far.’ Mark 


1: 40, 41, “And there came a leper 
to him” (My, with that loathsome 
disease of leprosy! I am so glad 
that those even deep down in the 
deepest kind of sin can come to 
Jesus) “And there came a leper 
to him, beseeching him, and kneel- 
ing down to him, and saying unto 
him, If thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean. And Jesus, moved with 
compassion, put forth his hand, 
and touched him. (Think of it, the 
Son of God, the spotless, sinless 
Son of God touching this leper.) 
‘He had compassion and put forth 
his hand and touched him, and 
saith unto him, I will: be thou 
clean. 

And one day coming by a cer 
tain city they were carrying a 
body out; a son had died, the only 
son of his widowed mother. And 
we read these words: “Now when 
he came nigh to the gate of the 
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| city, behold, there was a dead man 


carried out, the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow: and 
much people of the city was with 
her, And when the Lord saw her, 
he had compassion on her, and said 
unto her, Weep not. And he came 
and touched the bier: and they 
that bare him stood still. And he 
said, Young man, I say unto thee, 
Arise.” (Luke 7:12-14). He touched 
that son, and ‘the son was brought 
back to life. ‘“‘We would see Jesus.” 
“For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of 
’ grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of 
need” (Heb. 4:15, 16). 

And then in Corinthians, ‘‘My 
grace is sufficient for thee.” Well, 
no matter what your burdens may 
be, or your trials may be, or what 
perplexities you are now experienc- 
ing, you can go to your High 
Priest, the one Mediator; not one 
of the mediators, but the one Me- 
diator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus, and obtain mer- 
cy and find grace to help in time 
of need. “We would see Jesus.” 

And then in the second place, I 
want you to see : 


ll. Jesus, The Crucified One 


We hear a good deal of teaching 
and preaching these days stressing 
Jesus the leader, the teacher, the 
giver of fine moral principles, 
stressing Christ’s life as an ex- 
ample, a pattern. But will you get 
things in their right order? What 
sinful man needs first of all is to 
see Jesus as his Saviour, then as 
Lord, then as shepherd and guide 
and teacher and leader. And-we are 
told that there will be false proph- 
ets among us and false teachers a- 
mong us in these last days who will 
bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them 
and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. And those come in de- 
nying the cross of the Lord that 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Jesus: The COmpas- 


sionate, Crucified — 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


bought them, but they will not de- 
ny Jesus the teacher, Oh, put first 
things first! Listen, no one is saved 
by Christ’s sermon on the mount, 
but by Christ’s sacrifice on the tree, 
for without the shedding of blood 
is no remission. And when Paul 
went up to Corinth, that seat of 
philosophy and great learning in 
the days gone by, he said, “I de- 
termined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified” (I Cor. 2:2). See the 
compassionate One, and see the 
crucified One; and now I want you 
to see 


lll. Jesus, The Conquering One 


How I love to read in the dif- 
ferent portions of the Word about 
His conquering power, how there 
in Colossians, when the ordinance 
of the law was against us, He blot- 
ted out “the handwriting of ordi- 
nances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it 
out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross’ (Col. 2:14); and He be- 
came sin, who knew no sin, that 
you and I might become the right- 
eousness of God in Christ Jesus. 
Why? “Having spoiled principali- 
ties and powers, he made a show 
of them openly, triumphing over 
them” (Col. 2:15), for ‘‘greater is 
He that is in you, than he that is 
in the world” (I John 4:4). And 
then speaking to His disciples at 
the last supper in John 16:33 He 
said, “These things have I spoken 
unto you that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer. I 
have overcome the world.” How 
did He accomplish this? Well, the 


Christ, the eternal Son of God, left 
the glory above, He was rich, yet 
for our sakes He became poor that 
we through His poverty might be- 
come rich. When you have time 
turn to the second chapter of Phi; 
lippians and read how He humbled 
Himself even to the death of the 
cross, wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted Him and given Him 
a name which is above every name; 
and He has all power; He is the 
Almighty One. Paul caught that 
vision when he said that we are 
more than conquerors through him 
that loved us and gave himself for 
us. And in another place he said, 
“I can do all things’’—don’t stop 
there; how ? —“through Christ, 
which strengtheneth me.” (Phil. 4: 


13). Well, you know I love to draw 


up close to Paul and just breathe 
in some of that holy boldness he 
had. He said, “I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord” (Phil. 3:8). He said, “I have 
suffered the loss of all things and 
do count them but refuse, that I 
might gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8). 
And if you ever want to know how 
one man went through certain 
things, take II Corinthians, the 
eleventh chapter, begin about the 
twenty-third verse and read about 
Paul, how “in labors more abun- 
dant, in stripes above measure, in 
prison more frequent, in deaths oft. 
Of the Jews five times received I 
forty stripes save one, Twice I was 
beaten. with rods, once was I 
stoned, thrice I suffered ship- 
wreck,” and so forth. And yet thru 


it all he saw the conquering Christ- 


that all things works together for 
good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according 
to His purpose. Are you bound by 
the cords of habit which are damn- 
ing your soul? Listen, see Christ 
the crucified One, the compassion- 
ate One, and the conquering One. 
And “If ye be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above” 
(Col. 3:1). My, how the present- 
day church members need to see 
Jesus! Oh, yes, you need to see Je- 
sus, the compassionate One! and 
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like the compassionate Christ, be 
ye tenderhearted, kindly affec- 
tioned one to another, instead of 
gossiping and backbiting and de- 
vouring one another. And so lis- 
ten, when men and women come 
to your church, do they see the 
crucified One? Or is Christ held 
up as some great leader? Is Christ 
and Him crucified preached in your 
church? Do people in your city and 
village see Jesus in your church? 
or do they see some human leader, 
or is some political theme dis- 
cussed, or current event of the 
day? How about it, pastor? In 
your prayer meetings do you wait 
upon God, or do you have some 
little fussy supper and forget the 
main thing that you are there for? 
Do you go to hear men’s oratory 
and learn about men’s plans for 
making this.old world a better 
place in which to live? I want to 
tell you something, the heart-cry 
of millions is this, “We would see 
Jesus.’’ And when. you go to church 
or sit in on the broadcasting of 
religious services, you want to 
learn more about Jesus. 


I will never forget as long as I 
live—several years ago I had been 
to a certain camp on vacation—I 
was in a church service, and the 
preacher: got up and talked about 
all kinds of trees; pine trees, wal- 
nut trees, fig trees. And a dear old 
fellow at the close of the service 
put a dollar bill back in his pocket 
and said to me, “They will never 
get it in this church, for when I 
come to church I want to learn 
more about Jesus.” 

Do people see Jesus in your 
home? And I want to stop right 
here on this nation-wide network 
and give credit to a God-fearing 
father and godly mother in whom 
I saw Jesus. Thank God, I haven’t 
the memory of a mother that 
smoked cigarettes either, and I 
mean it, too! Oh, God help you 
mothers who have children and are 
not showing them and pointing 
them to the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
conquering One. 


IV. Jesus, The Coming One 


And in the fourth place, and 
very quickly, I want you to see not 
only the compassion of Jesus, the 
crucified Jesus and the conquering 
Jesus; but I want you to see Je- 
sus the coming One. One of the 
sweetest themes in the Bible is 
the second coming of Christ, and 
I love it with all my heart. A lit- 
tle later, in the fourteenth chap- 
ter of John, just a page or. two 
beyond the twelfth, Jesus speaking 
to His disciples at the last supper 
said, “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled; ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house are 
many mansions, if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again” (John 14:1-3). 
And then after His resurrection, 
and ten days before the descent of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we 
read in Acts 1:9-11, “And when he 
had spoken these things, while they 
beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their 
sight. And while they looked sted- 
fastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel; which also said, 
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go in- 
to heaven.” Yes, like John of old 
on the rocky, volcanic-bound Island 
of Patmos we say, “Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly.’”’ “We would 
see Jesus.” | 


And I want to tell you, if you 
don’t remember another thing 
about this broadcast, remember 
this, that there will never be any 
peace and the cessation of wars 
between nations until Jesus comes, 
And when. he comes, nations will 
learn war no more. They will beat 
their swords into plowshares. Now 
they are beating the plowshares 
into swords. And: He is coming 
back to speak peace to the nations. 
Oh, have you seen Jesus tonight, 


the compassionate One, the cruci- 
fied One, the conquering One, and 
the coming One? And some day 
He is coming in power and in 
great glory. And I want to ask you 
this question before we bring this 
message to a close, are you in the 
ark of safety? Man’s day is rap- 
idly approaching the end. The 
manifestation of the man of sin, 
the great world dictator, will soon 
be around the corner, after the 
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true church has been caught up to 
oe the Lord in the air. But “we 


Practise Faith! 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


“Have faith in God” in Mark 11: 
22 does not fully express the 
thought of our Lord. The same 
Greek words are more adequately 
translated in other parts of the 
New Testament. (In IL Timothy 
1:13 “have” is translated “hold 
fast”; in the last verse but one 
of Mark 11 the same verb in an- 
other tense is translated ‘‘counted,’’ 
in the sense of reckoned. The two 
other Greek words are translated in 
Romans 3:3: ‘the faithfulness of 
God.”) What our Lord actually 
said to the disciples was “Hold 
fast the faithfulness of God,” in 
the sense of count on, reckon on, 
His faithfulness. It was a new and 
wonderful light to him on the 
meaning of faith in God. It was 
not so much the greatness of his 
personal faith that mattered, if he 
had faith at all, so much as the 
greatness of God, His dependabil- 
ity, His faithfulness. From ‘that 
day on, Hudson Taylor banked on 
God’s faithfulness. And never did 
he present an inspired promise at 
the bank of heaven, in the Name 
of the Lord Jesus, without getting 
what he was authorized to claim. 
Practising faith in Him who abid- 
eth faithful, he was never put to 
shame. fi 


Many of the Old Testament 
saints, as we know, began life as 
quite ordinary men and women; 
but they became spiritual heroes 
by practising faith as we are re- 
minded in the eleventh of Hebrews. 
From that wonderful chapter we 
see that faith “pays.” It brings 
a very great reward. Well may we 
practise it. “Without faith it is im- 
possible to please God: for he that 
cometh to Him must believe that 
He is and that He is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him.” 
God’s great rewards are manifestly 
worth living for. 

Think for a moment of the tre- 
mendous possibilities that are en- 
trusted to us by faith. Our Lord 
tells us in Matthew 17:20 that if 
we “have faith as a grain of mus- 
tard seed’’—little, perhaps, but 
alive—‘nothing shall be impossible 
unto” us. Nothing impossible to 
you and to me, by faith. 

In 1867, a young missionary 
named Duncan attempted what 
might well have been regarded as 
impossible. He was a tall, wiry 
Scotsman, with the Scotsman’s fre- 
quent difficulty in acquiring a for- 
eign language. He had only been 
in China a year, and in those days 
a station was seldom opened with- 
out a riot. But he felt called to 
open Nanking, even though it was 
then one of the greatest cities in 


would see Jesus.” Thank God for 
the blessed hope that some day 
the dead in Christ will arise, and 
we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord, face to face. ‘‘We would see 
Jesus.” : 

Let’s bow our heads in prayer. 
Heavenly Father, the world is sick 
and tired of seeing men with all 
their failures, sinful men, with good 
intent to try to make things better. 
But what this world needs is the 
Lord Jesus, and what every indi- 
vidual heart needs is the Lord Je- 
sus; and as the cry is going up 
from thousands upon thousands of 
hearts, “We would see Jesus’; 
Heavenly Father, send Thy Son 
soon back to this old blood-soaked 
earth, to speak peace to the war- 
ring nations. Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly. But while 
Thou art tarrying, come into the 
hearts of thousands, and may they 
open their hearts and let the Prince 
of Glory, come in. Let Him in, and 
we will give Thee the glory, for, 
we ask it in His name and for His 
sake. Amen. | 

Like the closing verses of the 
third chapter of Revelation where 
He is speaking to the church, God 
said this: ‘‘Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock, if any man will 
hear my voice, and open the door I 
will come in to him and sup with 
him, and he with me.” And I want 
to say the Lord is speaking to you 
tonight, knocking at your heart’s 
door, Will you let Him in? Think 
of it!—the Christ of eternity, the 
great Heavenly Guest, wants to 
come into your heart and rule and 
abide there and be your guide and 
keep you and save you and sancti- 
fy you. And all that is in Christ is 
for you. Will you open your heart 
tonight and let Him in? Let Him 
in, 


China, and now its capital. How 


could a man with little of the lan- 
guage, and little experience, hope 
to succeed in opening Nanking? 
He consulted the director of the 
Mission, my father, about the mat- 
ter— said that he felt God had 
been laying it on his heart. After 
some hesitation and very definite 
prayer, he was encouraged to go 
forward: A couple of weeks’ jour- 
ney in a house boat brought him 
to his destination, and there he was 
at last, alone with a heathen serv- 
ant in that great, proud, ancient 
city. The authorities were surprised 
to hear a “foreigner” had come, 
and determined to make it impos- 
sible for him to stay. They invited 
him to the city hall, entertained 
him with hospitality and oriental 
courtesy, while police officers were 
hurrying all over the city warning 
innkeepers that if they dared to 
harbor the foreigner their inns 
would be razed to the ground and 
they themselves cast into jail. As 
the day wore on, Duncan bade his 
civic hosts farewell, and essayed 
to find a lodging. But hotel after 
hotel seemed to be full. No room, 
not even a bed was to be had. At 
length, as twilight was deepening 
into dusk, he found himself at the 
central “Drum Tower.” Accosting 
the Buddhist priest in charge, he 
said he was a stranger in their 
‘honorable city,’ would it be con- 
venient for him to stay the night 
in the tower—of course for a con- 
sideration. No civic threat had 
come to the priest, and he was 
glad to turn an honest penny. Dun- 
can’s bedroom on the second story 
was open to the four winds, there 
was no difficulty about ventilation; 
the rats ran over his wadded com- 
fortable in the night. But little did 
such trifles matter to the pioneer. 
All day long, with Gospels and 
tracts in hand, he went about his 
Master’s business getting a hear- 
ing wherever he could, and night 
after night he slept in that airy 
bedroom. 


A couple of weeks later on a 
guiet back street, he found a car- 
penter willing to rent half his shop, 
if the stranger would pay in ad- 
vance, would meet the cost of a 
partition and necessary furniture, 
which of course, the carpenter 
would make. Duncan’s little room, 
so acquired, had a six-foot front- 
age an went back twenty feet. 
Such was the first missionary home 
and chapel in Nanking! Benches 
along either side of the narrow 
room and a table and chair at the 
far end was his entire equipment. 
And even these things made con- 
siderable inroads into his limited 
supply of funds. Meanwhile Mr. 
Taylor was making every effort to 
remit further supplies to Nanking, 
but found it impracticable. Often 
he got up in the night to pray for 
his friend. 

There came a day when Dun- 
can’s man had to spend the last 
dollar for food. That morning be- 
fore the missionary went out for 
his day’s work, the cook, in great 
distress, said to him: “What shall 
we do now, the money has come to 
an end?’’ With a quiet smile the 
missionary replied, as he departed: 
“We shall trust in the Lord and 
do good, so shall we dwell in the 
land and verily we shall be fed” 
(Psalm 37:3). 


After supper that evening the 
cook evidently had something on 
his mind. “Sir, I have saved up 
$5.00 from my wages and I want 
you to take it and use it.”’ Looking 
at him closely, Mr. Duncan replied, 
Are you thinking that funds will 
soon be coming from*Mr. Taylor 
and that then I shall repay you? 
If so, that would be a loan, and, as 
you know, we never go into debt,” 
“No,” replied the man, “I have been 
listening to you each evening, in 
the little chapel, and I have deter- 
mined to be a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus. This is my first gift to Him 
for His work.” So, on this unex- 
pected five dollars, the missionary 
and his man lived as long as even 
a Scotsman could make it last. But 
naturally it came to an end; and 
the cook, a very young believer, 
said, “What shall we do now, your 
money is gone and mine, too?” 
“What shall we do!” replied the 
missionary, ‘We shall trust in the 
Lord and do good, so shall we dwell 
in the land, and verily we shall be 
fed.” With an untroubled heart, 
strong in faith, Duncan went about 
his work as usual. 

Some days previously another 
pioneer missionary had come to 


consult Mr. -‘Taylor from a newly- 


opened station in another direction. 


}“Mr,. Rudland,” he said, ‘“‘these mat- 


‘ 


PAGE THREE 4 


Editor in Toronto 


The editor is now in Toronto, 
Canada, with Dr. Oswald J, 
Smith and THE PEOPLE’S 
CHURCH. This is written Sat- 
urday, We have had three good 
services. It is expected that 
Sunday the crowds will be large. 
Often on Sunday night the big 
auditorium is packed to stand- 
ing room. Recently the Sunday 
night crowd has been counted at 
more than 2,000 actually pres- 
ent, Dr. Smith tells me. A Cath- 
olic man yesterday told me of 
the enormous influence of the 
church, and of Dr. Smith’s great 
work, 

This campaign continues thru 
December 15, God willing, and 
we earnestly covet your prayers. 
Will you not ask big things of 
God for His work here, and that 
hundreds will be saved? 


——— 


ters of yours are not very pressing, 
and I am concerned about our 
Brother Duncan. I fear he must be 
at the end of his resources. Would 
you be so kind as to carry him 
a roll of dollars ?” A little boat-was 
hired, and commended to God. Rud- 
land set out on his errand. With 
a. remarkably favorable wind, he 
made rapid progress, till the boat- 
man said, “Foreign teacher, I think 
your God must be the God who 
controls the wind and waves’’—af- 
fording the missionary an excel- 
lent text for his Message. But after 
a couple of days, they camé to a 
bend where the grand canal had 
burst its banks, and its bed was 
dry. Going ashore to make inquir- 
ies, Rudland found they had 
reached a point opposite to Nan- 
king, and that by travelling over- 
land he could be there in two days. 
He arrived in Nanking on the af- 
ternoon of the very day when the 
cook’s last dollar was spent. There 
was no difficulty in finding the 
home of the only foreigner in 
Nanking. But when the cook opened 
the door he nearly fell on Mr. Rud- 
land’s neck for joy. Forgetting his 
Chinese politeness, he blurted out, 
“Have you brought any money, we 
are on the very end of every- 
thing?” Rejoicing in God’s timely 
provision, the young convert soon 
provided the traveller with hot wa- 
ter for a wash, and a cup of tea 
and then asked for a dollar to go 
out marketing. 

When the supper was ready the 
cook stationed himself at the door 
to. await Mr. Duncan’s return. 
Towering head and shoulders above 
most of the citizens, it was easy to 
see him several blocks away, and 
the cook ran as fast as he could 
go, to carry the good news, Unsur- 
prised, the missionary put his hand 
on the man’s shoulder and replied: 
“Didn’t I tell you? It is always 
right to trust in the Lord and do 
good, so shall we dwell in the land 
and verily we shall be fed.” 

Faith “works.” The living GOD 
responds to it. In all the affairs 
of life, great and small, let us— . 
Practise Faith, | 

——o— 


Thank You, 


Dear Friends 
By VIOLA WALDEN 


I asked Dr. Rice if I might write 
you a letter of thanks and he said 
that I might. We know that you 
who have been praying with us 
that the goal of 5,000 would be 
reached during the trial subscrip- | 
tion campaign, will rejoice with us ~~ 
to know that through today (Mon- — 
day), 4,934 trial subscriptions have 
come in. In the next few days we 
are confident that those sending 
subscriptions from distant places, 
will make the goal of 5,000. We 
are grateful to many, many pas- 
tors who had the paper sent to 
members of their congregation, and 
to many others of you who sent 
trial subscriptions to friends and 
relatives. We wanted to write each 
one who sent in a list, but you = 
can see what a large task that | 
would be since hundreds of you ~ 
sent names. However, we have sent 
a postal card to each one who re- 
ceived a trial subscription, telling — 
them that a friend sent the paper — 
to them for a trial period of four ~ 
months, | ee 

I know that you will pray with — 
us in the office that many souls may ~ 
be saved and Christians encour- * 
aged to serve the Lord better as a ~ 
result of these names added to © 
our subscription list: ie 

Thank you, dear friends! 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


it Who worked in Paul, and that 
these wonders should be done in 


‘the name of Jesus Christ, glorify- 


ing God, The next time you pray 
remember that you have an ex- 
ceeding abundantly able God Who 
can give more than you can even 
ask or think. What a challenge to 
us to ask great things of God and 
glorify a great Saviour by letting 
Him manifest His power! 


Il. Bible Examples of Prayers De- 
manding Great Things from God 


The Bible is a book of marvelous 


answers to prayer, of big faith and 


of a bigger God! And never is 


_ there a hint throughout the Bible 


that any man ever expected too 
much from God or that God was 
ever displeased because one asked 
for mighty things! 

I mention here only a few illus- 
trations that thrill the souls of 
men and help us to believe God! 

1. First I mention the case of 
Joshua who commanded the sun 
to stand still. In Joshua 10:12-14 
we are told: 

“Then spake Joshua to the Lord 
in the day when the Lord delivered 
up the Amorites before the chil- 
dren of Israel, and he said in the 
sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou 
still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, 
in the valley of Ajalon. And the 
sun stood still, and the moon 
stayed, until the people had avenged 
themselves upon their enemies. Is 
not this written in the book of 


_Jasher? So the sun stood still in 


the midst of heaven, and hasted 
not to do down about a whole day. 
And there was no day like that be- 
fore it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: 
for the Lord fought for Israel.” 

Of course I believe this, and of 
course you do, too, if you are a 
child of God. If God made the sun 
and the earth, He was easily able 
to make the sun still in its rela- 
tionship to the earth for “about a 
Whole day.” And this marvelous 
miracle was written of not only in 
the book of Joshua but written of 
by a contemporary writer in “the 
book of Jasher.” That book has not 
been preserved for us and was not 
intended to be a part of the canon 
of Scripture, but was a trustwor- 
thy chronicle, an added witness to 
this marvelous miracle. And every 
line here of this divinely inspired 
account shows that God was 
pleased with Joshua’s faith and an- 
swered him mightily! 

2. But one of the most audacious 
prayers ever prayed was that of 
Elisha, the young prophet who had 
followed Elijah now for years, act- 
ing as a servant for him. When 
his master Elijah was about to go 
to Heaven, Elisha, with a boldness 
that defied Elijah, abruptly dis- 
missed every suggestion of unbelief 
and seemed almost to demand of 
God instead of pleading. May God 
bless our hearts as we read this 
sweet story again. 

“1 And it came to pass, when the 
Lord would take up Elijah into 
heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah 
went with Elisha from:Gilgal. 2 
And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry 
here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said 
unto him, As the Lord liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. So they went down to Bethel. 
8 And the sons of the prophets 
that were at Bethel came forth to 
Elisha, and said unto him, Know- 
est thou that the Lord will take 


/ away thy master from thy head 


to-day? And he said, Yea, I know 
it; hold ye your peace. 4 And Eli- 
jah said unto him, Elisha, tarry 
here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Jericho. And he said, 


_. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 


liveth, I will not leave thee. So they 
came to Jericho. 5 And the sons of 
the prophets that were at Jericho 
came to Elisha, and said unto him, 


__ knowest thou that the Lord will 
' take away thy master from thy 
~~ head to-day? And he answered, 


Yea, I know it; hold 'ye your peace. 


— 6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, 
» TI pray thee, here; for the Lord 
_ hath sent me to Jordan. And he 

- gaid, As the Lord liveth, and as thy 


rs soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 


And they two went on. 7 And fifty 


Pe. men of the sons of the prophets 


went, and stood to view afar off: 
md they two stood by Jordan. 8 


And Elijah took his mantle, and 
wr it together, and smote 


(Aixtiait 


| the waters, and they were divided 


ther and thither, so that they 


oe 0 went -over on dry ground. 9 


md it came to pass, when they 


a ta ee 
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Big Prayers to an Almighty God 


were gone over, that Elijah said 
unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do 
for thee, before I be taken away 
from thee. And Elisha said, I pray 
thee, let a double portion of thy 
spirit be upon me. 10 And he said, 
Thou hast asked a hard thing: 
nevertheless, if thou see me when 
I am taken from thee, it shall be 


——————— 


7. Divides water of Jordan (II 
Kgs. 2:8). 

8. Elijah went up by whirlwind’ 
with chariot of fire into heaven. 
(II Kgs. 2:11). 


Miracles of Elisha 


1. Parts the water and goes over 
Jordan on dry land (II Kgs. 2:14). 

2. Heals water with salt (II Kgs. 
2:21-22).. 

3. Bears tear forty-two children 


so unto thee; but if not, it shall not}-(Il Kgs. 2:23-25). 


be so. 11 And it came to pass, as 
they still went on, and talked, that, 
behold, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and horses of fire, and part- 
ed them, both asunder; and Elijah 
went up by'a whirlwind into heav- 
en. 12 And Elisha saw it, and he 
cried, My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horse- 
men thereof! And he saw him no 
more: and he took hold of his own 
clothes, and rent them in two piec- 
es. 18 He took. up also the mantle 
of Elijah that fell from him, and 
went back, and stood by the bank 
of Jordan; 14 And he took the man- 
tle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and smote the waters, and said, 
Where is the Lord God of Elijah? 
And when he also had smitten the 
water, they parted hither and 
thither: and Elisha went over’ II 
Kings 2:1-14, : 

. The story tells itself, but two or 
three comments may be _ helpful. 
(a) Elisha would not be discour- 
aged. He was accustomed to taking 
the words of Elijah as if they were 
direct from. God, but here he point- 
blank refused to listen to Elijah’s 
suggestion that he stay at Gilgal, 
or at Bethel, or at Jericho; no, “As 
the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee!” he 
said. 


(b) We surely must be con- 
vinced here that God does not al- 
ways mean, “‘No,” when He seems 
to say, “No.” These discourage- 
ments were manifestly meant to 
prove Elisha just as Jesus tempo- 
rarily discouraged the Canaanitish 
woman but was secretly pleased 
when she insisted and would not 
take no for an answer about the 
healing of her poor, devil-posSsessed 
daughter (Matt. 15:21-28). So if 
God does not at first answer your 
prayers, and if discouraging cir- 
cumstances seem to indicate that 
He will not hear you, do not be 
discouraged. If you know that what 
you are asking will honor God, then 
demand it, and expect it. 


(c) Note the astounding re- 
quest, “And Elisha said, I pray 
thee, let a double portion of thy 
spirit be upon me.” Really, what 
he asked for was this: ‘“‘Let- me 
have twice as much of the power 
of the Holy Spirit as Elijah had!” 
Elijah had raised the dead, had 
prayed and God had given a 
drought for three and a half years, 
had prayed again and God had giv- 
en rain. Elijah had had the most 
marvelous miracles since the time 
of Moses. And yet this bold young 
prophet demands that he shall have 
twice the measure of the Holy 
Spirit, and His power which Elijah 
had! What a prayer! 

(d) And even more astounding 
than the prayer is the fact that 
God answered it! The mantle of 
Elijah fell on Elisha! And while 
by careful comparison we find eight 
great miracles done by Elijah, we 
find sixteen great miracles done by 
Elisha after a double portion of 
the Spirit of God was on him in 
answer to this prayer! We will not 
count Elijah’s answered prayers 
for drought and then for rain be- 
cause they might be said to have 
happened through natural causes, 
not by a miracle, though in answer 
to prayer. Likewise we will not 
count the miraculous revelation to 
Elisha of the plans of Benhadad, 
king of Syria, recorded in II Kings 
6:8-12, since that, though a mira- 
cle and repeated several times, was 
not a physical miracle. Likewise 
prophecy of seven years of famine 
is not counted (II Kings 8:1). But 
compare these lists of miracles and 
see that Elisha really got what he 
prayed for, a double portion of the 
Holy Spirit that empowered Elijah! 


Miracles of Elijah 


1. Fed by ravéns (I Kgs. 17:1-6) 
- 2. Widow’s meal and oil replen- 
ished (I Kgs. 17:8-16). 

3. Raises widow’s son (I Kgs. 
17:17-23). 

4. Fire comes down from heav- 
en and consumes his offering (I 
Kgs. 18:36-38). 

5. Fed by angel (I Kgs. 19:5-7). 

6. Calls fire down from heaven 
to consume captain and fifty men 
(II Kgs. 1:9-13). 


4. Country is filled with water 
(II Kgs. 3:16-20). 

5. Increase of widow’s oil (II 
Kgs. 4:1-7). 

6. Birth of son to barren Shu- 
nammite woman (II Kgs. 4:8-17). 

7. Restores life to son of Shu- 
nammite (II Kgs. 4:18-31). 

8. Heals noxious pottage (II Kgs. 
4:38-41). 

9. Feeds one hundred men 
og twenty loaves (II Kgs. 4:42- 

4). 

10. Naaman’s leprosy miracu- 
lously healed (II Kgs. 5:1-19). 

11. Commands leprosy of Naa- 
man to cleave to- Gehazi-(II Kgs. 
5:20-27). 

12. Makes lost axe float (II Kgs. 
6:5-7). | 

13. Eyes of his servant opened; 
sees mountain full of horses and 
chariots of fire around Elisha (II 
Kgs. 6:13-17). . 

14. Brings blindness on Syrians 
(II Kgs. 6:18-20). 

15. God miraculously scatters 
Syrians and fulfills Elisha’s prom- 
ise of food (II Kings 7:1-16). 

16. Man brought to life by touch- 
ing Elisha’s bones (II Kgs. 13: 
20-21). 

Back of the scene, in my mind, 
I can see God looking on with de- 
light! God was not insulted, He 
was “pleased by the audacious 
boldness of Elisha’s prayer! I am 
sure He was grieved at the unbe- 
lief of the other sons of the proph- 
ets, but He was pleased with Eli- 
sha. Praise God, Israel would not 
be left now without a believing 
prophet of God to show forth His 
power! . 


(e) And last, note that this bold, 
young prophet, Elisha, walked 
right back to the Jordan River and 
demanded at once tha€ God show 
Himself, that the God of Elijah 
should prove Himself the God of 
Elisha as well! Wrapping the man- 
tle of Elijah together he smote the 
waters of Jordan and cried out, 
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah!” 
and the waters stood back in a 
wall on either side and he walked 
over. 

Surely in a world where God’s 


‘great soul winners have left the 


scene, God wants to raise up others: 
with like power. The God of Spur- 
geon, of Wesley, of Charles G. Fin- 
ney, of Dwight L. Moody; the God 
of R. A. Torrey and of Billy Sun- 
day—where is He? Where is the 
Lord God of Moody? Evidently He 
only waits until some man shall 
boldly, with a holy abandon that 
will not be denied, demands and 
claims the mighty power of God! | 
The Lord’s work languishes be- 
cause we do not. pray such -big 
prayers! And we do not have 


mighty, things because we do not 
ask for them! 


Another illustration of how ea- 
ger God is to give more than we 
can ask, and how pleased He is 
with big prayers is given in II 
Kings 4:1-7. Here again Elisha, 
the man who demanded and re- 
ceived a double portion of the Spir- 
it of God that rested on Elijah, is 
the hero of the story. As Elisha 
had called on Elijah, so this wom- 
an calls on Elisha. 

Read the passage prayerfully. 

“Now there cried a certain wom- 
an of the wives of the sons of the 
prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy 
servant my husband is dead; and 
thou knowest that thy servant did 
fear the Lord: and the creditor is 
come to take unto him my two 
sons to be bondmen. 2 And Elisha 
said unto her, What shall I do for 
thee? telt me, what hast thou in 
the house? And she said, Thine 
handmaid hath not any thing in 
the house, save a pot of oil. 3 Then 
he said, Go, borrow thee vessels 
abroad of ail thy neighbors, even 
empty vessels; borrow not a few. 
4.And when thou art come in, thou 
shalt shut the door upon thee and 
upon thy sons, and shalt pour out 
into all those vessels, and thou 


5 So she went from him, and shut 
the door upon her and upon her 
sons, who brought the vessels to 
her; and she poured out. 6 And it 
came to pass, when the vessels 


were full, that she said unto her 


- 


shalt set aside that which is full.| 
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son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he 
said unto her, There is not a ves- 
sel more. And the oil stayed. 7 
Then she came and told the man of 
God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, 
and pay thy debt, and live thou and 
thy children of the rest” (II Kings 
4:1-7). 

How much oil did God give to 
the widow? Just as much oil as 
she had vessels for! God had more 
oil than she had vessels, and the 
oil did not stop flowing until there 
was nowhere else to put it. 


When this poor mother said to 
her son, “Bring me yet a vessel’; 
and when he said to her, ‘There 
is not a vessel more’”’ and when the 
oil stopped flowing, oh, I am sure 
she wished she. had borrowed more 
vessels! If she did not have enough 
to buy all her heart could desire, 
it was her own fault; for God sure- 
ly showed that He could furnish 
the oil according to the vessels pro- 
vided. And as it was, there was oil 


enough for her to pay the debt, 


and then for the widow and her 
son to live of the rest. 


Dear reader, does not God here. 


teach us that if we would “bor- 
row thee vessels abroad of all thy 
neighbors, even empty vessels; bor- 
row not a few,” we should have 
them filled? If we prepare the ves- 
sels, empty vessels, and not a few 
of them, the mighty God of Elijah 
will fill them, in answer’ to prayer. 
The thought here is certainly kin- 
dred to Psalm 81:10, “Open thy 
mouth wide, and I will fill it.” Bring 
the empty vessels, and God will 
fill them! 


Time and space would fail us to 
call to your attention other such 
marvelous prayers and marvelous 
answers in the Bible. But for the 
strengthening of your faith, in a 
mighty God Who delights to an- 
swer big prayers read the story of 
how Moses prayed and God opened 
the earth and swallowed up wicked 
men who challenged his leadership 
(Numbers 16:25-35). Read how 
King Hezekiah prayed that heart- 
moving prayer of faith and how 
God heard, and “the angel of the 
Lord went forth, and smote in the 
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camp of the Assyrians a hundred 
and fourscore and five thousand: 
and when they arose early in the 
morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses” (Isaiah, chapter 37). Read 
again how in Hezekiah’s sickness 
when God Himself had told him to 
prepare to die, Hezekiah turned his 
face to the wall, ignored the warn- 
ing of Isaiah, God’s prophet, and 
so prayed that God sent Isaiah 
back to tell him, “I have heard 
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: 
behold,*I will add unto thy days 
fifteen years” (Isaiah 38:1-5). Did 
ever a man pray so boldly! Then 
the sun turned ten degrees back- 
ward on the sun dial (Isaiah 38: 
8). Both these marvelous prayers 
and their mighty answers are re- 
corded also in II Kings, chapters 
19, 20. 


Any honest heart in reviewing 
these Scriptures must see that God 
intended us to be encouraged to 
pray great prayers. In I Kings, 
chapter 18, we read how God gave 
fire from Heaven on Mount Car- 
mel and turned the hearts of all 
the nation back to God again in 
answer to-Elijah’s prayer. Then 
the three and a half years’ drought 
which had come in answer to Eli- 
jah’s prayer was broken when he 
prayed again, and the Lord gave 
rain. And how suggestive it is that 
Elijah is held up to New Testa- 
ment Christians as our example in 
faith. “The effectual, fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much, 
Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six 
months, And he prayed again and 
the heaven gave rain and the earth 
brought forth her fruit” (James 
5:16-18). 

I suggest it would be a blessed 
exercise to spend.some days in 
carefully rereading all the great 
answers to prayer which you can 
find in the Bible and meditating 
upon the mighty promises of God. 


(This article to be continued 
with some blessed personal testi- 
monies to big answers to prayer.) 
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